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ing and correcting nature, but of rooting it out, and supplying
its place with something better. The process of teaching and
living was conducted with the stiff formality of military drill-
ing ; everything went on by statute and ordinance, there was
no scope for the exercise of free-will, no allowance for the
varieties of original structure. A scholar might possess what
instincts or capacities he pleased; the " regulations of the
school" took no account of this; he must fit himself into the
common mould, which, like the old Giant's bed, stood there,
appointed by superior authority, to be filled alike by the great
and the little. The same strict and narrow course of reading
and composition was marked out for each beforehand, and it
was by stealth if he read or wrote anything beside. Theu
domestic economy was regulated in the same spirit as their
preceptorial: it consisted of the same sedulous exclusion of
all that could border on pleasure, or give any exercise to
choice. The pupils were kept apart from the conversation or
sight of any person but their teachers ; none ever got beyond
the precincts of despotism to snatch even a fearful joy 5 their
very amusements proceeded by the word of command.

How grievous all this must have been, it is easy to conceive.
To Schiller it was more grievous than to any other. Of an
ardent and impetuous yet delicate nature, whilst his discon-
tentment devoured him internally, he was too modest and
timid to give it the relief of utterance by deeds or words.
Locked up within himself, he suffered deeply, but without
complaining. Some of his letters written during this period
have been preserved: they exhibit the ineffectual struggles of
a fervid and busy mind veiling its many chagrins under a cer-
tain dreary patience, which only shows them more painfully.
He pored over his lexicons and grammars, and insipid tasks,
with, an artificial composure; but his spirit pined within him
like a captive's, when he looked forth into the cheerful world,
or recollected the affection of parents, the hopes and frolicsome
enjoyments of past years. The misery he endured in this se-
vere and lonely mode of existence strengthened or produced
in him a habit of constraint and shyness, which clung to his
character through life.